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I am very excited to be the Execu-

tive Director of the BC Mission 

Boat Society!  

Over the past fourteen years I 

have been involved with this min-

istry in various capacities. From 

my first year at Concordia Univer-

sity College of Alberta where I 

joined a mission team that was 

going to Klemtu during Reading 

Week, God has put a passion in 

my heart to share His love in the 

First Nations communities along 

the coast.  

I have been so blessed to work 

with and learn from so many peo-

ple that have been involved in this 

ministry. I have seen God work 

through so many transitions.  

God continues to bless our minis-

try as we begin 2017. We have 

ten different mission teams plan-

ning to join us this year and a few 

others who are already planning 

to join us in 2018! The communi-

ties we work with continue to ask 

us to come more often and to stay 

longer.  

This wouldn’t be possible without 

all of our supporters and volun-

teers! God continues to open 

doors for us to go and make 

God’s love in Christ known to 

people who are looking for hope.  

I hope you enjoy reading the sto-

ries in this newsletter, which are 

filled with examples of how God is 

working through the BC Mission 

Boat Society!  

Please share this with friends and 

family members who have a pas-

sion for sharing God’s love with 

others! 

In His Service, 

 

Rhonda Kelman 

PREPARING FOR ADVENT  

CRAFTING THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

BY RHONDA KELMAN 

This past Christmas season, we had a group of women 

from Michigan who spent many hours putting together 

kits so we could make Nativity advent calendars in the 

communities. In November, Jessica and I were able to 

go to Ehattesaht and spend a Saturday afternoon creat-

ing these beautiful Advent calendars with the kids. Each 

day had a corresponding bible verse, and an object to 

add to the Nativity scene. Siblings worked together to 

create an Advent calendar for their home.  

As we made these calendars, we were able talk about 

the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth. By the time we fin-

ished our afternoon craft, each child knew the im-

portance of each object and how it fit into the Christmas 

story. As soon as two of the young girls got home, the 

first thing they did was hang it in their bedroom. They 

were so excited to show it off.  

It was such a great gift to share in the communities! This 

Fall we are planning to make these Advent Calendars in 

other communities. I took one with me and hung it on 

my wall during my week in Klemtu, and was able to 

show it to my visitors. It was a great tool to share the 

Christmas story, and I look forward to making these 

again to share the story of the Birth of Jesus! 

ALL IN GOD’S TIMING 

SOMETIMES, PLANS CHANGE 

BY RHONDA KELMAN 

I had the privilege of picking up three basketball players 

in Port Hardy bright and early one Saturday, and driving 

them down island on their way home from a tournament.  

Just as we pulled out onto the highway, one of the play-

ers asked me to pull over because he was feeling sick. 

Since they were on the ferry for 19 hours before getting 

in the car, I figured he was car sick. We stopped in Port 

McNeill for some gravol and fluids, but the motion sick-

ness continued. Every time we pulled over, I was patient 

but started asking God, “Really? Is this really happening 

on my Saturday?” My plan after dropping them off was 

to  go home and have a nap before a meeting later that 

day. God had other plans. 

We arrived at the mall in Nanaimo and met with the 

mother of the carsick player. As I talked to her, she told 

me some devastating news. She had just found out that 

her husband’s brother had hung himself the night be-

fore. I gave her a huge hug and asked if there was any-

thing I could do besides pray for her and the family. She 

asked that I drop her and her son off at the hospital and 

then deliver their luggage to her husband. I was 

shocked to find out that I knew her husband well from 

previous mission trips to Ahousat, but had never met 

her. 

I arrived at the “luggage drop-off point” just as the hus-

band was leaving. He recognized me immediately from 

my trips to Ahousat. As he took his son’s suitcases, I 

said that I was really sorry to hear about his brother. He 

looked surprised and asked me what happened to his 

brother. My stomach lurched and tears started to flow, 

as I realized he hadn’t yet heard the news. So, I told him 

what I knew. It was so hard to share this news with him, 

and I apologized that he had to hear it from me. 

Through his tears, he thanked me for telling him. He 

believed this was God’s plan and that he needed some-

one who was strong to tell him. I prayed for him and his 

family before we parted ways.  

During my drive home, I thought about how this all 

played out, and if it wasn’t for his son getting sick, I 

would have missed an opportunity to share God’s love 

with this family. 
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ALUMNI REFLECTIONS 

VOLUNTEER TO TEAM LEADER 

BY SCOTT BRAYALL 

It has been over three years since 

I journeyed with the BCMBS to go 

share God’s love with communities 

in coastal BC. When I went, I was 

in my last year of my undergrad 

and I had no idea what I was get-

ting myself into when I signed up. 

Even after the training, the reality 

of the trip was radically different (in great ways!) than I ever could have 

expected. 

The most remarkable aspect of the trip for myself was realizing I am just 

one puzzle piece in the faith formation of those I interacted with, both on my 

team and in the community. It is wonderfully humbling to know that I, my-

self, am not necessary—I am not even worthy or capable—to bring faith to 

this community, and yet God had given me the chance, as ill-equipped and 

naïve as I was, to be His hands and feet in Bella Bella. It helped me to 

grasp the reality of the church as a whole as I saw the effects of all the other 

teams, from the BCMBS and other groups, who went before us and have 

made an impact. Through the efforts of each of these individuals as they 

proclaim the Word of God, God has gifted faith in Christ to many in the com-

munity. 

Three years after that trip, as I vicar here at Redeemer Lutheran Church in 

Didsbury, AB, I have the opportunity to take a group to Ehattesaht. I am 

excited to share this experience with my team, to encourage them as we 

walk alongside the community members, rejoicing, crying, learning, and 

growing with all we come into contact with. Once again, I am getting the 

blessed opportunity to be Christ’s hands and feet in a community that con-

tinually needs to hear the Gospel (just like the ones we all live in)—and 

continually, by God’s grace, whether it is through you, or me, or someone 

entirely different, Christ crucified will be proclaimed in these communities, 

and true faith will be formed and sustained.  

ALUMNI REFLECTIONS 

COMING BACK AGAIN 

BY MICHAEL DEDOMINICK 

The BCMBS provides a unique combination of attributes which I highly value 

as I consider how our faith community is called to build the body of Christ 

and grow in faith. The trips introduce and challenge participants with an ex-

perience of a different culture whilst maintaining a common language. The 

programming is focused on people and relationships rather than jobs and 

tasks (construction, painting, home repair etc).  

I get all choked up when I see God at work. I got choked up a lot on this trip. 

It was small moments; A mother’s smile when she saw her daughter’s craft, 

an energetic exclamation from a kids club participant, a team member pray-

ing with a new friend from the community.  There were bigger moments too: 

a relatively shy team member sharing a message in front of a relatively large 

group; a prayer vigil for an elder of the community; a teenager from the com-

munity sharing Jesus with kids through our silly puppet show. God is alive 

and well in Klemtu and we are so thankful to be a part of what He is doing 

there. 

Setting yourself aside and focusing on others draws one closer to the heart 

of God. Knowing that you are capable of doing such things and have even 

gone so far as to do them yourself creates an experience and memory that 

one can always point back to and say, “this is what I am called to be about, 

regardless of where I am.” 

When we join God in 

building His kingdom, we 

are changed. It is my 

hope and prayer that my 

faith community continues 

to develop and grow from 

this experience. We are 

excited to come back to 

Klemtu and to build on 

these relationships. 
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ALUMNI REFLECTIONS 

VOLUNTEER TO BOARD MEMBER 

BY JORDAN MAYOR 

My first experience with the BC Mission Boat Society occurred during the 

spring of 2010, when I had the opportunity to travel to a beautiful community 

on Vancouver Island called Ehattesaht. While in Ehattesaht, our mission 

team had the opportunity to build relationships and share the love of Jesus 

in a variety of ways. For example, we were able to run a Kids Club, play 

cards and basketball with the youth, and pray for hurting individuals. It was 

a wonderful week and through this experience I learned many things. I 

learned that God can use broken, messy individuals to accomplish His 

work. I learned that God’s love is powerful and brings hope to those facing 

difficult circumstances. I learned that God had been working in this commu-

nity before our team 

arrived and that He 

would continue to work 

long after we left. 

Although it has been 

many years since I’ve 

been back to Ehat-

tesaht, my love for the 

community and work of 

the BC Mission Boat still remains. As a new board member of the BC Mis-

sion Boat, I am grateful for the opportunity to support this organization in 

any way that I am able. It is my prayer that God will continue to work 

through His people to bring the love of Jesus to the people of Ehattesaht 

and other communities throughout the west coast of British Columbia.   



 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

THANK YOU FOR    
YOUR PRAYERS!!! 

Sign up online to receive our monthly prayer 

emails:                                                   

http://bcmissionboat.org/#/connect/prayer 

 

MISSION TEAMS: 
Please pray for our upcoming teams as we 

go into four communities with 9 teams over 

the next eight months: 

 APRIL //  EHATTESAHT 

 JUNE //  KLEMTU 

 JULY //  KYUQUOT  

  JULY //  KINGCOME  

 JULY //  EHATTESAHT 

 AUGUST //  KINGCOME 

 AUGUST //  EHATTESAHT 

 AUGUST //  KYUQUOT 

 NOVEMBER //  KLEMTU 

COMMUNITIES: 

 Pray for safe travels to all of those 

travelling in and out  

 Pray for healing for all those who are 

sick or have cancer 

 Pray for strength, peace, and comfort 

to all those mourning the loss of a 

loved one 

STAFF: 

 Pray for Rhonda and Amy as they 

learn their new roles here at the 

BCMBS office  

CHANGING DIRECTIONS 

THIS IS NOT GOODBYE... 

BY JESSICA PIXNER 

About a month ago, I wrapped up 
my final day of work at the BC 
Mission Boat Society.  What an 

amazing journey it has been!   

It all started way back in 2009 
when I became the Mission and 

Service Director and started planning the Concordia 
University College of Alberta reading week mission 
trip.  After that, I worked as a summer staffer for the 
next two years and then became the Office Adminis-
trator in 2011.  It has been such an honour, privilege, 
and joy to have the opportunity to serve in such a 

wonderful ministry for so many years. 

I’ve been taught by so many, have served alongside 
some amazing people, and formed many great rela-
tionships and lasting friendships in the coastal com-
munities too!  My faith has grown in more ways than I 
can count.  I’ve learned more about myself, and how 
to share God’s love with others!  I am not the same 
person that I was back in 2009 (in a good way) and I 
am so thankful for what God has done in my life and 
how He has used me to make a difference in the lives 

of others. 

To those I’ve worked with, traveled with, and who 
have supported me… Thank you beyond words!  To 

those in the coastal communities, you have taught 
me, welcomed me as family, have shared your life, 
your joys, struggles and faith journeys with me…. 
Thank you!  I look forward to staying connected, visit-
ing, and continuing to walk together in faith as a sis-
ter in Christ.  Let me know if you ever come through 
Parksville  and we can get together!  You all have a 

special place in my heart. 

I’ve felt for a while that God has been leading me to 
make a change, and to step out into some new op-
portunities.  I am also sad to leave the BC Mission 
Boat Society, but so excited to begin a new adven-
ture in a new job, to explore new interests and to see 
how God will continue to use me in His plans for His 

glory and kingdom! 

I’m looking forward to continuing to serve the BC 
Mission Boat Society as a volunteer when I am able. 
So this is not a goodbye, but most definitely a, ‘see 

you later’ or ‘see you soon’! 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

BY AMY BERGEN 

I was born and raised in Ab-

botsford BC, and moved to Van-

couver Island three years ago. I 

was involved in the ministry of 

discipleship and short-term mis-

sions through YWAM for several 

years during my early twenties. Since then, I have 

seen God at work in my life as I have worked in the 

food and hospitality industry. I am excited to be 

coming back to more formal ministry with the BC 

Mission Boat Society; I love the dual-focused vision 

of teaching short-term teams how to share their 

faith, along with sharing God's love to and building 

lasting relationships with coastal communities.  

In my first few weeks with the BC Mission Boat So-

ciety, I had the pleasure of accompanying Rhonda 

on a week long trip as she led a team into Kyuquot. 

It’s one thing to learn about BCMBS from my desk  

 

in our Parksville office, and a completely different 

thing to actually go out and experience a mission 

trip first-hand! The community in Kyuquot welcomed 

us warmly. It was immediately apparent that this 

was the result of many prayers and a consistent 

effort to build relationship and serve the people 

there. God has been softening hearts in Kyuquot 

through the faithful ministry of many teams and staff 

members over the years. What a humbling and 

amazing thing to be a part of! 

As a newcomer to the BC Mission Boat Society, and 

to coastal First Nations ministry, I have a lot to learn 

and am eagerly engaging in the process. I am 

grateful for this opportunity to serve so many peo-

ple: incoming team members, people in coastal 

communities, and our wonderful network of support-

ers—you! I look forward to getting to know you all 

as we work together to see the love and hope of our 

Lord Jesus move through these British Columbian 

communities. We serve a good God who’s heart 

longs for the redemption of all things. 

Thank you for your ongoing prayer and support as 

we walk this journey together! 

795 ISLAND HWY W, PARKSVILLE, BC V9P 1B9  250-248-5300  1-877-303-2323  INFO@BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG  WWW.BCMISSIONBOAT.ORG            

Like Us on Facebook 

Follow Us on Twitter 

Follow Us on Instagram  

Watch Our Online Videos 

 

CONNECT WITH US 

facebook.com/bcmbs
facebook.com/bcmbs
twitter.com/bcmissionboat
twitter.com/bcmissionboat
instagram.com/bcmbs
instagram.com/bcmbs
vimeo.com/bcmissionboatsociety
vimeo.com/bcmissionboatsociety

